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PASTOR THOMAS 
Pastoral Letter for May 2016 

Mom — Gone Too Soon 

The newsletter of 

Albright  

united Methodist 

church 
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WORSHIP 
SERVICE: 

9:30 AM 
 
 
 

Joint                    
Sunday 
School: 

(all ages) 

11:00 AM 
(after Coffee 

Hour) 
 

Mom, life without you has been a big “What if?” 

Why the separation?  Why the rift? 

Your face I remember faintly. 

But your voice has been erased from my memory. 

The time you spent with me was short and swift, 

And the life I have from you has been a wonderful gift. 

I have cherished every moment I spent with you. 

And I have treasured every memory I have of you. 

If I had a choice I would keep you forever, 

And the love I have for you I would never sever. 

I wished you were there when I graduated 

I wished you were there when I wedded. 

You would be pleased if you have met my wife; 

You would be happy if you have gotten to know the love of my life. 

You missed out on your grand kids. 

You never knew my struggles and the places I lived. 

I don’t know if my life would be any different hearing your sound, 

But I know that I would never get sick of you being around. 

I really miss you today, 

But I know that I will be okay. 

I appreciate the life you planted, 

And I will never take you for granted. 

Mother’s Day has been painful, mom, 

And every Mother’s Day I get tear-some. 

I just wished you hadn’t gone so soon. 

Every Mother’s Day would have been a happy tune. 

I will always celebrate Mother’s Day in my heart 

Because I know, in my life, somehow, you have always played a part 

 

Toua Thao,  May 2016 
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FOOD PANTRY FOCUS FOR      

MAY is: Peanut Butter. Of 

course, any non-perishable 

food items are  always needed, 

and this year more than ever. 

Please leave your donated 

items in the basket provided in 

the parlor.           

 

~~PLEASE NOTE that the 

DEADLINE for ALL 

  ISSUES IS THE 20th                                 

OF EACH MONTH~~ 

Please try to have  

submissions into the  

office by the deadlines                      

ONGOING PRAYER NEEDS:  We come to You in prayer:  For cities and people in civil or               

religious strife, experiencing violence and tragedy in so many ways and places;  For             

Theresa Robinson, Rev. Mallothi and Esmie Brown; Marilyn Faber, Ronnette Nelson,                   

Marcella Trakel; our sick and shut-in members. For all who grieve the loss of loved ones too 

soon taken from this earthly plain. For our Albright and New Hope Families, Pastor Thomas, 

the Daai Christian Fellowship and the Power of God Christian Ministries, who also worship in 

this place; and the many unspoken prayers from the congregation. We ask all of this in Jesus’ 

Name. Amen. 

                                         
In everything give 

thanks! 
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Pastor / Rev. Toua (Thomas) Thao pastor@albrightumc.net 

Church Office  office@albrightumc.net 

Christian Education Team elizabethgruhlke@hotmail.com 

Custodian  - Frankie Jones office@albrightumc.net 

 

MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

Albright News Articles 
Do You Have a Submission? 
SEE: “GOD IS GOOD”  below. 

To Contact Albright Staff, email us at: 

Enjoy the convenience of reading 

your Albright Mosaic via the 

website or through your email? 

Please call the church office at 

414-442-8540, or email us at:                      

office@albrightumc.net if                

interested in this option.                                                         

*Help save postage by signing on 

to the E-Mosaic list!    Contact 

us at: office@albrightumc.net  
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~~ GOD IS GOOD ~~ 

God is working good in the lives of people through 

the ministries of Albright Church. If you have a 

story of how your life or someone else’s has been 

blessed by God or affected by a ministry at                            

Albright Church, please share that witness with us 

so God can be glorified.  Email or leave a note in 

the office mail slot marked “Office.”  

Please let us know if you 

have any additions or                                                                            

corrections to this list.                                               

Keta Mazang, 5-6 

Linda Thomas, 5-8                                               

Jaiyana Johnson 5-9 

Eleanor Jones, 5-12 

Nancy Christian, 5-13 

David Cannon, 5-23 

Nancy Leys, 5-25 

Bertha Pulliam-Carlson, 5-26 

Jeremiah Carrington, 5-29 

Mararet Brown, 5-30 

Judy Pier-Lybeck & Bob           

Friebus, 5-29                                     

Mary Nelson-Taite & Royce 

Taite, 5-29 
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 

APRIL 12, 2016 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION/YOUTH 

The Easter egg dyeing and egg hunt attendance 

was low but the donations of eggs and candy 

for the event was huge. Next year other                      

children/families in the circuit as well as neigh-

boring EPIC churches will be invited to partici-

pate. 

On Sunday, June 5th we will have Sunday School 

recognition. We will also honor our high school 

graduates, Jasmyne Johnson and Arielle Thao 

with a fundraising refreshment time between 

services. The graduates will prepare something 

about themselves to share with the congrega-

tions on Sunday, May 22nd. 

G-FORCE is the theme for VBS and will be  

Monday, June 20th through Friday, June 24th, 

from 6:00 – 8:00p with dinner at 5:00p.                    

Recruiting will start soon.  Please be a                    

volunteer. [ It's great fun!! —KF, Office ] 

                                                                                                   

TRUSTEES 

They are meeting every other month but are look      

ing into a furnace boiler maintenance problem.  

They will meet in May. 
 

FINANCE 

Committee is looking into putting more financial 

information in the bulletin. 

We are $5300 behind in our apportionment                              

payments. 

M.O.V.E. 

Mission giving in February: Souper Bowl - $100.   

Blanket Sundays - $325 (65 blankets). 

We are looking into making school bags for all the 

school supplies we’ve collected.  Volunteer 

sewers are needed. 

We will be pushing camp recruitment and we have 

funds to assist families and individuals to               

attend. 

We provided a chili lunch to 100 people at The 

Repairers of the Breach in March. 

We will be hosting a Coffee Hour fundraiser for 

our graduating seniors, Sunday, June 5th. 

We will organize a fund raising bake sale for  

Election day in November. 

                                                                                                               

REPORTS 

Pastor Thomas is still trying to contact Enrique 

Gonzalez to schedule an all congregational 

planning meeting. 

                                                                                                 

FAITH BASED INITIATIVE 

They will be announcing an adopt-a-block soon.  

Our M.O.V.E. committee will work with them 

to do a clean-up on the block. 

One prayer walk was done in March for the death 

of a two month old boy in a day care. 

   Respectfully submitted by Linda Hurt 

THE GATHERING: On Saturday, May 21st, Albright UMC will be serving 

lunch at the Gathering, St. Andrew’s site, 3421 W. Lisbon, from 9:00am-

1:00pm. We’ll need 10-12 volunteers to help set up, serve lunch, and clean up 

that day. A sign-up sheet is in the parlor.  Sign up yourself and perhaps a 

friend. Whether you can attend or not, please consider providing cookies, 

homemade or store-bought for the meal.  For information, please contact                   

Suzanne Freshley or JoAnn Holtz. 
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Preparing for Worship 

Sunday, May 1, 2016 

Easter 6 

Acts 16:9-15; Psalm 67 

Revelation 21:1-10; 22-22:5 

John 14:23-29 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, May 15, 2016 
Pentecost Sunday 

Acts 2:1-21; Psalm 104 

Romans 8:14-17; John 14:8-17; 25-27 

 

 

Sunday, May 22, 2016 

Trinity Sunday 

Proverbs 8:1-4; 22-31; Psalm 8 

Romans5:1-5; John 16:12-15 

 

 

Sunday May 29, 2016 

Pentecost 2 

1 Kings 18:20-39; Psalm 96 

Galatians 1:1-12; Luke 7:1-10 

 

Sunday, May 8, 2016 

Easter 7 / Ascension Sunday / Mother’s Day 

{Easter 7 Readings: Acts 16: 16-34; Psalm 97; 

Revelation 22:13-14, 16-17,20-21;                                      

John 17:20-16   OR    John 17:20-16} 

Jesus Shall Reign 

Jesus shall reign wher-e’er the sun 

Does its successive journeys run; 

His kingdom spread from shore to shore, 

Till moons shall wax and wane no more. 

 

To Jesus endless prayer be made, 

And endless praises crown his head; 

His name like sweet perfume shall rise 

With every morning sacrifice. 

 

People and realms of every tongue  

Dwell on his love with sweetest song, 

And infant voices shall proclaim 

Their early blessings on his name 

 

 

 

Blessings abound wher’e’er he reigns; 

All prisoners leap and loose their chains, 

The weary find eternal rest, 

And all who suffer want are blest. 

 

Let every creature rise and bring  

Honors peculiar to our King, 

Angels descend with songs again, 

And earth repeat the loud amen! 

 
 

Words: Isaac Watts 
Music :John Hatton  

United Methodist Hymnal #157 
 

Thursday, May 5, 2016 

Ascension of the Lord 
Acts 1:1-11; Psalm 47 

Ephesians 1:15-23; Luke 24: 44-53 

{Ascension Sunday Readings also} 
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  "Generally Recognized as Safe"    
by Lynne Hines-Levy 

OK, now, just what the heck does THAT mean? 

"Generally Recognized as Safe?" Seriously? Sounds 

like blowing a lot of smoke to me. And, sure enough, 

it is. Quite literally, too. 

As evidence emerges that e-cigarettes are not as safe 

as advertisers claim, a new study shows that flavor-

ings classed as "Generally Recognized as Safe?" by 

the US Food and Drug Administration are best 

avoided in smoking. The findings are presented at 

the American Association for the Advancement of 

Science annual meeting in Washington, DC. 

We already know that cigarettes kill more than 

480,000 people annually in the US. Since                                   

e-cigarettes appeared on the scene, many have                   

assumed them to be a safer alternative, because 

smokers are not inhaling known carcinogens. But as 

researchers analyze the contents of e-cigarettes, they 

are finding that some of them could be just as risky 

as tobacco.  

Ilona Jaspers, PhD, professor of pediatrics and                     

director of the curriculum in toxicology at the                   

University of North Carolina (UNC) School of                     

Medicine has been researching new and emerging 

tobacco products, including e-cigarettes.  

Having already found that cigarette smoking signifi-

cantly impairs the immune responses of mucosal 

cells in the respiratory system, Jaspers' lab is now 

looking at how e-cigarette chemicals affect immune 

responses in smokers' airways.  

While the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 

may class e-cigarette flavorings "Generally Recog-

nized as Safe," Jaspers points out that this classifica-

tion means they are safe for oral consumption.  

But people do not consume e-cigarette flavorings 

orally, they inhale them. And the potential for toxic 

effects of inhalation have not been assessed, in most 

cases.  

 

 

 

Jaspers, who is also deputy director of the UNC  

Center for Environmental Medicine, Asthma and 

Lung Biology, explains:  

"The digestive systems and respiratory systems are 

very different. Our stomachs are full of acids and 

enzymes that break down food and deal with           

chemicals; this environment is very different from 

our respiratory systems. We simply don't know what    

effects, if any, e-cigarettes have on our lungs." 

Researchers studied the effects on smokers of                   

cinnamon-flavored e-liquids and cinnamaldehyde, 

the chemical that gives cinnamon flavor to an                        

e-cigarette.  

Results showed that the cinnamaldehyde e-liquids 

had a significant negative impact on epithelial cells 

that could set off a chain of cellular mechanisms                  

potentially leading to impaired immune responses in 

the lung.  

Jaspers elaborates: "The chemicals compromise the 

immune function of key respiratory immune cells, 

such as macrophages, natural killer cells and neutro-

phils."  

In e-cigarette users, they found the same genetic 

changes as those using traditional tobacco, as well 

as suppression of additional immune genes. The 

findings imply that e-cigarettes have an even 

broader effect on the respiratory mucosal im-

mune response system than conventional ciga-

rettes. And additional research continues. 

For any who are devoted to their e-cigarettes, sorry 

to be the bearer of bad tidings, but better now than 

later. We want to keep you here with us at Albright 

as long as we possibly can. 
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MAY 2016 

   Sun Mon  Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat 
1       Communion Sun.   

             Easter 6 

8:00 am—Bible Study                                                                       
9:30 am—Albright Worship                                                   
11:00 am—Joint Sunday 
School  w/ New Hope                                                 
12 Noon—New Hope                      

Worship 

2 

6 pm - Worship 

Committee  

3  

7 pm - Board of 
Trustees  

 4   5 
9:30 am—JAC’s 
-The Joys and                     
Challenges of 
Aging — Dick 
Christian: The 
Ministry of      
Albright UMC. 

6  7 

                                   
 

8      Easter 7 
8:00 am—Bible Study                                                                       
9:30 am—Albright Worship                                                   
11:00 am—Joint Sunday 
School  w/ New Hope                                                 
12 Noon—New Hope                      

Worship 

     Mother’s Day 

9                                    

 

 

10   9:30 am —                               
Albright UMW 
 9:30 am —      
Stitching Group @ 
Sherman Perk                                                  
6 pm – Finance                           
Committee 
6 pm – Church 
 Council  

11 

 

12 

5 pm—                       
Faith-Based                        
Initiative  @   
 Mount Calvary 
Lutheran 
Church,(2862 N. 
53rd St.) 

13 14  

3 pm - Christian  
Education  Mtg.  

                                                 

 

15     Pentecost 
8:00 am—Bible Study                                                                       

9:30 am—Albright Worship 

*10:45 am — M.O.V.E. 

Committee Mtg.                                                  
11:00 am—Joint Sunday 
School  w/ New Hope                                                 
12 Noon—NH Worship 
 3 pm—Community    ==>           
gathering, peace & unity 

16   

 

 

 

 

@Enderis Park 

73rd & Locust 

17 

 

 

18  

 
19 

5:30 pm—
Grasslyn Manor 
 

 

20 21 

 9am-1 pm – 
Albright @ The 
Gathering Meal 
Program – St 
Andrew’s Site 

(35th & Lisbon)  

22    Trinity  
8:00 am—Bible Study  
9:30 am—Albright Worship                                
11:00 am—Joint SS w/ 
New Hope                                                        

12 Noon—N H Worship                       

23        

6 pm - District 7 
Crime & Safety 
@ Atonement 
Lutheran School 
(4224 W Ruby) 

24 

9:30 am—
Stitching Group @ 
Sherman Perk 

25 

 

 

 

26                                       27 
 
 

28 

 

 

 

29  Pentecost 2  
8:00 am—Bible Study  
9:30 am—Albright Worship                                     
11:00 am—LAST Joint SS 
w/   NH   (SS Recognition 
next Sunday)                                                       
12 Noon—N H Worship                       

 

30   

MEMORIAL DAY 

(Office closed) 

 

                                                            

31 JUNE 1 

 

 
                                                          

2 

9:30 am—JAC’s 
-The Joys and                     
Challenges of 
Aging  

 

3 4 
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SUNDAY SERVANTS MAY 2016 
 May 1 

Easter 6 

Communion 
Sunday 

May 8 

Easter 7 

Ascension 

(Mother’s Day) 

 

May 15 

Pentecost 

 

May 22 

Trinity 

May 29 

Pentecost 2 

 

Liturgists 

 

Gary Levy Kim Robinson Sandra Berg Sandra Berg 
David                    

Cannon 

Children’s 
Time 

Suzanne  

Freshley 
Pastor  Thomas Tammy Hart Lynne Levy Liz Cannon 

Greeters Kim Robinson 
JoAnn 

Holtz 
Carol Tate 

Debra                  
Hawkins 

Gary Levy 

Visitor  
Center 

Jean Tippey 
Karen Kirk 

Joyce Williams 

Judy  

Pier-Lybeck 
JoAnn Holtz Carol Bensick 

Communion 
Stewards 

Gary Levy 
Tamica Johnson 
Bryan Johnson 
Ellen Johnson 

    

Counters 
Jean Tippey 

Judy Krueger 

Margaret 
Brown                       

Debra Hawkins 

Jean Tippey 
Judy Krueger 

Carol Tate 

John Hart 

Margaret 
Brown 

Liz Cannon 

 

Ushers 
Team #3 Team #4 Team #1 Team #2 Team #3 

Nursery 
Helpers 

Carol Bensick Tammy Hart Rick Plitzner Lynn Powers 
Suzanne 
Freshley 
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M.O.V.E. COMMITTEE 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

HONOR OUR HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES ON JUNE 5: 

Plan to join us for coffee hour on June 5th when we will HONOR AND GIFT our two graduating seniors 

from Albright/New Hope --- Jasmyne Johnson and Arielle Thao. Come to hear the two young women share 

their plans and dreams with us and to honor them and their accomplishments with a financial gift. We hope 

you can give generously to help defray some of their college expenses. 

SUMMER IS CAMPING TIME 

Check out the various camps available for children, youth, families and grandparents. Camps run three to six 

days at a UM camp.  There is a variety go ways to experience camping in the great outdoors.  Scholarship 

help is available. See Judy Pier Lybeck for a camp brochure or with any questions. 

CLEAN UP A NEIGHBORHOOD --- 1-2 SATURDAYS/MONTH FOR 1 HOUR 

The Interfaith Initiative, a religious organization working to improve our neighborhoods in the 7th District 

coordinates the clean-up of a two block area 1-2 times a month.  This effort gives encouragement to the resi-

dents and lets them know others care about them and want their lives to be better.  Watch for times and dates 

in the bulletin. 

ANNUAL CONFERENCE INGATHERING 

We have collected all those school supplies now we need to provide the bags to put them in.  Needed: 1) peo-

ple willing to sew bags (pattern and fabric will be provided) 

2) donations oif denim fabric (2 yards @45" wide) 

3) financial donations to purchase needed fabric --- indicate on your check or envelop that the money is for   

 the Ingathering 

 

G-Force VBS - God's Love in Action 

June 20th - 24th, 2016 

6:00 - 8:00 p.m. 

(Dinner available at 5:00 p.m.) 

At G-Force VBS.... 

Children will explore how to put their faith into action. 

In this mission-focused VBS, children experience God’s unstoppable love and discover how to fuel up and 

move in and through life with God. Watch the children come alive with movement and images of all sorts of 

kid-friendly transportation, such as skateboards, running shoes, roller blades, and more! Watch the G-Force 

meter climb, illustrating how God is at work around the world and how God’s people are on the move. 

The main Bible verse for G-Force VBS is Acts 17:28a, "In God we live, move, and exist."  A life with God is 

one of movement!  — Liz Cannon 
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Lament of a Mother 

by Lucille Tamm 

Father, I think I might know how You feel about us. 

My sons have not followed my guidance. 

They are trying to invent their own way. 

They are not heeding the voice of wisdom and experience. 

Maybe, my voice is not so wise and my experience is limited, 

I am tired and full of fear. 

I know without skills and self-discipline, 

Their success and their survival is only a matter of chance. 

Luck favors the prepared and they are not prepared. 

I fear for them and grieve over the lost opportunities, 

Classes cut, homework undone, studies blown off for a good time. 

I also fear what will happen to them when they wake up to their plight. 

While You make new starts and redemption available to us, 

Time moves in only one direction. Entropy increases. 

Opportunities missed, cannot return. 

You are our Father, tender and at times maybe 

Tired and sad and afraid for us. 

We are all Your foolish children and You love us as a parent. 

Help me guide my sons in Your ways, 

Let them know about love and hope and forgiveness, 

I want them to catch a glimpse of Your feelings for all of us. 

I want them to get what that means from my love for them. 

The Koran says that when a man is fully grown, at age FOURTY, 

His mother shall be proud of him. How can I wait so long! 

You have given my sons so much, 

You have blessed them with compassion, and sympathy, 

Gentleness to the weak and hurt; and intelligence; and creativity, 

It would be so beautiful to see the fulfillment of your gifts. 

They could be such a blessing to Your children here. 

I hope and fear the despair that comes from disappointment. 

You keep me from giving up and sustain my love. 

When they break my heart, I will remember how I break Yours. 

You see in me, what I see in them. 

Father, I understand how You feel about me.  
     © 2011 Lucille Tamm 
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Methodist Roots of Mother’s Day 

The modern American holiday of Mother's Day was first celebrated in 1908, when Anna Jarvis 

held a memorial for her mother at St Andrew's Methodist Church in Grafton, West Virginia. 

Today St Andrew's Methodist Church now holds the International Mother's Day Shrine. Her 

campaign to make "Mother's Day" a recognized holiday in the United States began in 1905, the 

year her mother, Ann Reeves Jarvis, died. Ann Jarvis had been a peace activist who cared for 

wounded soldiers on both sides of the American Civil War, and created Mother’s Day Work 

Clubs to address public health issues. Anna Jarvis wanted to honor her mother by continuing 

the work she started and to set aside a day to honor all mothers, because she believed that they 

were "the person who has done more for you than anyone in the world."                                                                       

In 1908, the US Congress rejected a proposal to make Mother's Day an official holiday, joking 

that they would have to proclaim also a "Mother-in-law's Day". However, owing to the efforts 

of Anna Jarvis, by 1911 all US states observed …the holiday, with some of them officially rec-

ognizing Mother's Day as a local holiday, the first being West Virginia, Jarvis' home state, in 

1910. In 1914, Woodrow Wilson signed a proclamation designating Mother's Day, held on the 

second Sunday in May, as a national holiday to honor mothers.                                             
            

  ~~Wikipedia 

 AN INVITATION TO A TIME OF COMMUNITY UNITY, PEACE, & HEALING  

Stand with our neighbors for a time of unity, peace, and healing as we share prayers and visions for our future 

here in District 7 on Sunday May 15th at 3:00 P.M.  Invitations have been sent to all of the religious facilities 

within the District that we may gather as one body regardless of race, gender, religion or any of the other                 

factors that so commonly divide.   

Our God is big enough, and strong enough to love and provide for us all so, at that day and time, we will share 

that picture with the rest of our neighbors and with those who are so intent upon driving the “good’ from                

Milwaukee. Meet the District 7 Faith Based Initiative Community Action Team at 3:00 on May 15 in God’s 

splendor at Enderis Park, 73ed & Locust. 

(See Lynne Hines-Levy, District 7 Head Chaplain, with any questions)    

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anna_Jarvis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grafton,_West_Virginia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Mother%27s_Day_Shrine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Civil_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/US_Congress


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       LIKE THE MURMUR OF THE DOVE’S SONG 

               Like the murmur of the dove's song,                                                                              

like the challenge of her flight, 

like the vigor of the wind's rush, 

like the new flame's eager might: 

come, Holy Spirit, come. 

 

To the members of Christ's Body, 

to the branches of the Vine, 

to the Church in faith assembled, 

to her midst as gift and sign: 

come, Holy Spirit, come. 

 

With the healing of division, 

with the ceaseless voice of prayer, 

with the power of love and witness, 

with the peace beyond compare:                                                                                               

come, Holy Spirit, come.  
Words: Carl P. Daw, Jr 

Music: Peter Cutts 
United Methodist Hymnal #544 

albright 

united 

Methodist 

5555 West Capitol Drive 

Milwaukee, WI  53216 

Phone: 414-442-8540 

Email: office@albrightumc.net 
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SUNDAY SCHEDULE 

8:00 am—Adult Bible Class 

9:30 am— Albright Worship 

10:00 am Daai  Christian Fellowship 

10:30 am — Joint Fellowship w/New Hope 

11:00 am Joint Sunday School w/New Hope 

12 Noon—New Hope Worship 


